
This three-day intensive workshop teaches 

core skills for working with children and their 

parents in child informed family law dispute 

resolution. This dynamic and powerful 

intervention is an evidence-based approach 

to building post-separation parenting 

relationships and care arrangements based 

on the understanding and effective inclusion 

of children’s core developmental needs 

within parents’ negotiations. 

Pioneered and developed over many years by Dr 
Jennifer McIntosh, child inclusion is built upon solid 
clinical and developmental frameworks, and is 
supported by longitudinal research with Australian 
families. Research demonstrates clear beneficial 
long-term impacts of this intervention on stability 
and durability of parenting plans, parents’ ability 
to better manage their conflict and acrimony, and 
strong flow on effects for children’s adjustment to 
divorce and ongoing well-being. 

What you will learn in this program:
Partcipants will be grounded in the evidence-based 
underpinnings of McIntosh’s approach, and be 
introduced to the core clinical thinking and practices 
of both parent and child interventions employed in 
the process. Specific topics include:

•	 Approaches to child inclusion across dispute 
resolution contexts

•	 Current evidence about longitudinal efficacy and 
impacts of this intervention

•	 Screening cases for suitability

•	 Engaging parents on a child focused pathway

•	 Core skills for consulting children of all ages in 
this context

•	 The developmental underpinnings of child 
inclusive work

•	 Building new co-parenting pathways

•	 The art and skill of therapeutic feedback to 
parents

•	 Moving beyond the feedback session

•	 Collaboration between professionals

•	 Pragmatics of application

The workshop is indeed an “intensive”. The program 
requires full application and participation in hands 
on opportunities to practice the skills involved. This 
is an invigorating and inspiring program, particularly 
as practice and research come together, and one 
can clearly see the potential of this work to bring 
about change in the parental state of mind, within 
complex and highly conflictual separations.

Participation:
As this is a clinical intensive, places in this training 
program are strictly limited. Attendance at all three 
days is essential. During some sessions the program 
offers alternative specialist streams according 
to areas of practice: family dispute resolution 
practitioners (counsellors, mediators etc), and child 
consultants (those working with children). While this 
program is designed to provide a solid grounding 
in the necessary skills, those intending to train for 
the role of child consultant must have suitable prior 
social science qualifications and some experience. 

Minimum criteria for self-selection of child 
consultants:

•	 Tertiary degree or equivalent with specific 
coverage of developmental theory in one of: 
psychology, social work, psychotherapy, family 
therapy, counselling, etc

•	 At least 12 months’ supervised experience in 
counselling/therapy with school-aged children.

Family Transitions, Melbourne
Enquiries by email (PREFERRED):
training@familytransitions.com.au
(03) 9347 5559

Workshop details

Adelaide

December 1st to 3rd, 2008 
(Monday – Wednesday)

9am to 4.30pm

Education 
Development Centre.
Milner Street, Hindmarsh

Melbourne

December 10th to 12th, 2008 
(Wednesday – Friday)

9am to 4.30pm
Academic Centre,
University College,
Cnr College Crescent 
& Royal Parade, Parkville

Sydney

February 18th to 20th, 2009 
(Wednesday – Friday)

9am to 4.30pm

MacCallum Cullen Room,
Holme Building,
Science Road,
University of Sydney

Places strictly limited – 

register early to avoid 

disappointment

Child Inclusive Family Dispute Resolution  
– an Experiential Clinical Intensive
A Family Transitions training program

With

Dr Jennifer McIntosh,
Family Transitions and
La Trobe University

Cost:

Earlybird = $990 (inc GST)
Regular = $1,210 (inc GST)

(Earlybird registration 
STRICTLY no later than 
Oct 31st for Adelaide & 
Melbourne workshops, or no 
later than Dec 12th, 2008 for 
Sydney workshop.)



Registration form/tax invoice:

Jennifer McIntosh 
PhD.

Registrations cannot be accepted without payment in full.

Early-bird cut off dates are not negotiable.

Registrations cannot be accepted after limited places in each workshop are filled, 
but a place in a different workshop might be offered.

Cancellations will be accepted in writing (email, fax or mail) received by 
us by 4pm Oct 31 (Adelaide & Melbourne), or 4pm Dec 12 (Sydney), and 
refunds provided, less a $150 administration fee. Refunds are not possible for 
cancellations made after these dates, regardless of circumstances. We regret the 
difficult personal or other circumstances that might prevent intending participants 
from attending, but the logistics of event management prevent us from assuming 
responsibility for these contingencies.

Registrations are transferable in full to another person upon notification to Family 
Transitions. Where a participant is unable to attend the whole workshop, transfer 
of the remainder of the registration is not possible.

Family Transitions reserves the right to cancel any workshop for any reason. In 
this event refunds in full will be provided, or registration at a different workshop, 
at the election of the registrant.

Accommodation has been arranged by Family Transitions to offer an inexpensive 
accommodation option in Melbourne & Sydney for those in need, and is provided 
by external providers. Family Transitions makes no warranty and accepts no 
responsibility for the provision or quality of accommodation. In the event that 
accommodation is paid by a participant and not able to be provided, the 
participant will be notified as soon as possible in advance of the training, and 
provided a full refund for accommodation. 

Terms and Conditions

REGISTRATIONS WITHOUT PAYMENT CANNOT BE ACCEPTED	 Family Transitions Pty Ltd  ABN: 20 224 241 201 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY – CONFIRMATION OF ENROLMENT WILL BE BY EMAIL		

* marks mandatory fields 

Name*  
Please print clearly – CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDANCE will be issued in this name.

Address* 

Postal Address (if different) 

Phone – work*   Mobile  Phone – other  

Email*  
Please print clearly – you will receive confirmation of enrolment by email.

Organisation  

Current role* 

Professional qualifications relevant to Child Inclusive FDR* 

Direct experience in post-separation family dispute resolution, including number of years*  

If you are training in the child consultant role: Experience in assessment and working therapeutically with children, including

number of years and context* 

Previous training in child inclusive family dispute resolution practice, including when and with whom

Previous experience in child inclusive family dispute resolution practice, including where and with whom

Preference for working in role of*:    c Family Dispute Resolution Practitioner    c Child Consultant    c Both 

SPECIFY Which workshop:*  c Adelaide 1-3 December 2008    c Melbourne 10-12 December 2008    c Sydney 18-20 February 2009

Earlybird registration STRICTLY no later than Oct 31st for Adelaide & Melbourne workshops, or Dec 12th, 2008 for Sydney workshop*

c Earlybird = $990 (inc GST),    c Regular = $1,210 (inc GST)

Accommodation:* 
I require accommodation: available for Melbourne & Sydney workshops only, includes THREE NIGHTS, single room, student-style bed & 
breakfast accommodation, with ensuite where-ever possible - $330 (inc GST)    c Yes

Melbourne workshop accommodation available – Tues, Wed & Thurs nights 9th to 11th December, OR Sydney workshop accommodation 
available Sun, Mon & Tues nights 17th to 19th February, 2009 (tick box)

c Please find enclosed a cheque/money order made payable to:  Family Transitions Pty Ltd

c Please charge my Credit Card as above:  c Mastercard     c Visa

Card Number: c c c c   c c c c   c c c c   c c c c              Expiry:   / 

Cardholder’s name 	 Signature 

Please mail/fax/email to: FAMILY TRANSITIONS: PO Box 5130, Alphington, Victoria, 3078, Australia

fax: (+61) 03  9347-2434   email: training@familytransitions.com.au

Acceptance of Terms & Conditions:  Registrations cannot be processed without confirmation of the following: 

c I have read, understood and accept the Terms & Conditions contained in this brochure

Jennifer (better known as Jenn) 
is a clinical child psychologist, 
family therapist and research 
consultant, widely recognised 
as an engaging, dynamic and 
inspiring presenter in national 
and international training and 
conference forums. Uniquely, 
Jenn is both a clinical specialist 
and researcher, with a particular 
interest in making developmental 
theories “user friendly”, enabling 
parents, carers and professionals 
to consider the experience of 
children more sensitively, and to 
act on this within systems and 
structures where a child focus 
has traditionally been difficult to 
achieve. 

Jenn is director of Family 
Transitions, a clinical, research 
and training centre dedicated to 
the needs of children and parents 
experiencing family separation 
or trauma, and to the support of 
professionals working with them, 
and is an adjunct Associate 
Professor at La Trobe University. 
As a committed researcher, Jenn 
publishes widely, and is on the 
Editorial Boards of the Family 
Court Review and the Journal of 
Family Studies. 

Jenn has directed several 
research studies for the Australian 
Government Attorney General’s 
Department and Family and 
Community Services, including 
a current longitudinal study of 
child consultation in family law 
mediation. Jenn has been actively 
engaged in research into the Less 
Adversarial and Child Responsive 
Program Pilots of the Family Court 
of Australia. She is a consultant to 
CAFCASS in the United Kingdom 
and various bodies in the United 
States, who are replicating her 
approach to child-centred family 
law interventions.


